
Curriculum plan: Religious Education

“If we are to teach real peace in this world, and if we are to carry on 
a real war against war, we shall have to begin with the children.” 

Gandhi

Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and 
how we behave.

Here at Woodhouse Academy, we aim to nurture students’ personal 
development and well-being by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a 

diverse society. RE at Woodhouse allows pupils to both ask and answer 
thought-provoking questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, 

issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. We also aim to 
explore a wide range of beliefs, allowing students to explore and express their 

own beliefs in a safe and supportive environment.



Enrichment in Religious Education
The Woodhouse Academy RE experience is complimented by 

cross-curricular links with English, geography, food 
technology, music and PSHE.

Our RE enrichment programme is designed to nurture 
students’ personal development and well-being by promoting 

mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society.
Like all of the schools in the Biddulph locality, Woodhouse 
Academy holds an annual ‘Faith in Focus’ day; whereby each 
year group engages in enrichment activities based on one 

particular culture and/or religion that help to enhance our 
understanding of religious and cultural diversity as well as 

embed important principles like tolerance and respect. 
We have enjoyed visits from a Buddhist monk, a lady in 
traditional Islamic dress as well as numerous Holocaust 

Survivors via the Holocaust Educational Trust. We have also 
delivered workshops such as meditation, Hindu dance, making 

Atayef pancakes, Rangoli art and Chinese paper cutting, 
amongst many others!



Y5 curriculum plan: RE
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 5 Sikhism

Key elements:
• What do Sikhs 

believe?
• Khalsa Sikhs
• The 5 Ks

The Christmas
Story

Key elements:
• What is 

subjectivity?
• The Christmas 

Story
• Relevance of the 

Christmas story

Fairtrade

Key elements:
• What is 

fairness?
• Fairtrade
• Comparing 

Fairtrade and 
non-Fairtrade 
products

Hinduism

Key elements:
• Traditions and 

beliefs
• Trimurti
• Hindu gods
• Puja

Pilgrimages

Key elements:
• Religious places of 

importance
• Who is a pilgrim?
• Pilgrimage
• Christian pilgrimage to 

Lourdes

Link  to curriculum overview, assessment 
information and key words

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsjpyrd/articles/zkjpkmn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYW10gv3jm0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zjcbcj6/revision/6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrTFAZPQxpE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztkxpv4/articles/zdjjf4j
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqdb1rM6H7QIVxgZ7Ch14IgcZEAAYAiAAEgJJEPD_BwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks1-ks2-what-is-fair/zh98qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh2hyrd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZrZTLo6tGQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zmpp92p
http://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/pilgrimage/
https://api.schoolspider.co.uk/storage/uploads/237/files/y5-re-curriculum-overview.pdf.pdf


Y6 curriculum plan: RE
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 6 The Pillars of 
Islam

Key elements:
• Hajj
• Sawm
• Salat
• Shahada
• Zakat
• What is 

commitment?

Love & eternity

Key elements:
• The meaning 

of eternity
• The meanings 

of love
• Does eternal 

love exist?
• Love in the 

Bible

Decisions & 
dilemmas

Key elements:
• What are 

morals?
• What is a 

dilemma?
• How does 

religion affect 
our decisions?

• Poor decisions

Christianity & influence

Key elements:
• Jesus ‘The Saviour’
• Religious symbolism
• Role models
• Influence of Christian 

festivals
• The worldwide 

influence of 
Christianity

Humanism

Key elements:
• Humanism and 

atheism
• Similarities and 

differences
between beliefs

• Humanism and 
morality

• The Red Cross

Link  to curriculum overview, 
assessment information and key words

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdcyb82/revision/6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zdcyb82/revision/7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/practices/fivepillars.shtml
https://activechristianity.org/what-does-the-bible-say-about-love
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwxm97h/revision/5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4NhlA9iJUI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxnpjty/revision/5
https://www.redcross.org.uk/
https://humanism.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znk647h/articles/zmqpkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/calendar.shtml
https://api.schoolspider.co.uk/storage/uploads/237/files/y6-re-curriculum-overview.pdf


Y7 curriculum plan: RE
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 7 What has RE got to 
do with me?

Key elements:
• The effect of 

religion on daily 
life

• The importance of 
RE

• Personal beliefs
• Christian, Muslim, 

and Buddhist 
beliefs.

Pilgrimages

Key elements:
• Symbolic actions
• The importance of 

Jerusalem
• Symbols
• Pilgrimage
• Compare and 

contrast pilgrimages 
from a range of 
religions

What do people 
believe about God?

Key elements:
• Arguments for and 

against the 
existence of God

• Religion in the UK
• Compare and 

contrast religious 
and scientific 
explanations of 
creation

• Change in beliefs 
over time

What happens
when we die?

Key elements:
• Personal beliefs 

about life after
death.

• Humanist 
beliefs

• Christians, 
Sikhs, 
Buddhists, and 
Muslims beliefs

What makes a 
good leader?

Key elements:
• Good

leadership 
qualities

• Religious 
leaders

• Leaders that we 
look to as role-
models, both 
religious and 
non-religious

Link  to curriculum overview, assessment 
information and key words

http://request.org.uk/life/spirituality/pilgrimage/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkdk382/articles/zbgp7nb
http://www.rethinkre.org/why-is-re-important
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/beliefs/basics_1.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/beliefs/beliefs.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf8g4qt/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z84dtfr/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpxpr82/revision/5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSO1y0PSgII
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zx7634j/revision/3
https://oxplore.org/question-detail/is-there-life-after-death#1808
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdL4o7wU0CQ
https://api.schoolspider.co.uk/storage/uploads/237/files/y7-re-curriculum-overview.pdf


Y8 curriculum plan: RE
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 8 Worship

Key elements:
• Religious and 

non-religious 
worship

• Christian
worship

• Individual and 
collective 
worship

• Muslim worship
• Relief work

Prejudice

Key elements:
• Prejudice and 

discrimination
• Peaceful and non-

peaceful protest
• Gandhi
• Nelson Mandela
• Martin Luther 

King
• Hindu Caste 

system

Wealth and happiness; Evil 
and suffering

Key elements:
• World poverty
• Distribution of wealth
• MEDCs and LEDCs
• Christian, Jewish, and Sikh 

teachings on poverty
• Long-term and emergency 

aid
• Christian and Buddhist 

teachings about suffering

Terrorism

Key elements:
• Terrorism definition
• Morality
• Key acts of terrorism
• Responses to terrorism
• Tolerance

War and Peace

Key elements:
• D-Day landings
• Impact of war
• Pacifism
• ‘Holy war’ and 

‘just war’
• Christian and 

Buddhist 
teachings

Link  to curriculum overview, 
assessment information and key words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4NhlA9iJUI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48456573
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/war/religious/holywar.shtml
https://schools.firstnews.co.uk/educational-videos/why-does-terrorism-happen/
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=world+bank&safe=strict&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjx0uHZxontAhXDnVwKHVHWAzYQ_AUoAnoECBUQBA&biw=1536&bih=754
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z4g9mp3/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3vrq6f/revision/1
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=5a4c1fc821524f218a7438944c151af8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z94dtfr/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwkjpv4/revision/1
https://api.schoolspider.co.uk/storage/uploads/237/files/y8-re-curriculum-overview.pdf

