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JOHN PIZER- A JEW


John Pizer was a Polish Jew who worked as a boot maker in Whitechapel. After the murders of Mary Ann Nichols and Annie Chapman, Police Sergeant William Thicke arrested Pizer on 10th September 1888. Pizer just happened to fulfil the public's view of the murderer's profile, that being of a craftsman or butcher with access to 5 inch blades and in possession of a leather apron. Thicke apparently believed that he had committed a string of minor assaults on prostitutes. In the early days of the Whitechapel murders, many locals suspected that "Leather Apron" was the killer, even though the investigating inspector reported that "there is no evidence whatsoever against him”. He was cleared of suspicion when it turned out that he had alibis (evidence to prove he was not there) for two of the murders. He was staying with relatives at the time of one of the murders, and he was talking with a police officer while watching a spectacular fire on the London Docks at the time of another. Pizer successfully obtained monetary compensation from at least one newspaper that had named him as the murderer.








MICHAEL OSTROG- A RUSSIAN DOCTOR


Michael Ostrog was a doctor who worked in a woman’s hospital. His whereabouts at the time of the Whitechapel Murders could never be satisfactorily explained. Ostrog was a confident trickster who had many identities, including that of a Dr. Grant, and also as a former surgeon in the Russian Navy. He spent much of his time in police custody for various fraudulent and thieving offences. Ostrog became a high profile suspect when it was stated in the "Police Gazette" around the time of the Murders that "special attention is called to this dangerous man". He went back to Russia shortly after the last murder and was eventually sent to a mental hospital for stabbing a woman in St. Petersburg. 





PRINCE ALBERT VICTOR - THE DUKE OF CLARENCE


Prince Albert (the grandson of Queen Victoria) was believed to have made evening trips to the East End to indulge in underclass activities. He had supposedly learned disembowelling techniques on deer hunting excursions. 


 The late crime theorist Stephen Knight claimed that "Prince Eddie" secretly and illegally married Annie Crook, a Catholic girl. Subsequently, to avoid a Royal scandal, the authorities had Annie locked away in a lunatic asylum. She was supposedly pregnant at the time. The key victim to link Royalty with the murders was Mary Kelly, who was nursemaid to the Prince and his wife around this time. She had tried to blackmail the Prince. It was then that the Royal Doctor, WILLIAM GULL, allegedly became involved and in an attempt to silence the scandal picked up all possible prostitutes whom Mary Kelly may have informed. He was to pick the women up in the Royal carriage, slaughter them inside the carriage, and then dispose of the body, hence explaining the lack of noise and blood at the scene of the murders. 








AARON KOSMINSKI- AN INSANE JEW


Aaron Kosminski was a Polish Jew who was admitted to a Lunatic Asylum in 1891. A historian wrote that a Polish Jew had been identified as the Ripper but that no prosecution was possible because the witness was also Jewish and refused to testify against a fellow Jew. Some authors are doubtful of this, while others use it in their theories.  Kosminski lived in Whitechapel; however, he was largely harmless in the asylum. His insanity took the form of hearing voices, a paranoid fear of being fed by other people, and a refusal to wash or bathe. In his book, The Cases That Haunt Us, former FBI profiler John Douglas states that a paranoid individual such as Konsminski would have been likely to openly boast of the murders whilst imprisoned if he had committed them, but there is no record that he ever did this.





THOMAS NEILL CREAM- AN AMERICAN DOCTOR


Dr Thomas Neill Cream was a doctor. He was born in Glasgow, educated in London and Canada, and entered practice in Canada and later in Chicago. In 1881 he was found guilty of the fatal poisoning of his mistress's husband. He was imprisoned in Chicago. After his release, he moved to London, where he resumed killing and was soon arrested. He was hanged on 15 November 1892 at Newgate Prison. According to some sources, his last words were reported as being "I am Jack the...", interpreted to mean Jack the Ripper. However, police officials who attended the execution made no mention of this alleged interrupted confession. As he was still imprisoned at the time of the Ripper murders, most authorities consider it impossible for him to be the culprit. However, Donald Bell suggested that he could have bribed officials and left the prison before his official release, and Sir Edward Marshall-Hall suspected that his prison term may have been served by a look-alike in his place. Such notions are unlikely, and contradict evidence given by the Chicago Police, newspapers of the time, Cream's solicitors, Cream's family and Cream himself.





M. J. DRUITT- AN EDUCATED GENTLEMAN


Montague John Druitt was a lawyer and teacher who had trained as a doctor. Even "his own family suspected him of being the Whitechapel Murderer".  Druitt's personal circumstances link him with the killings too. He had studied medicine for a time before switching profession to become a barrister and was a very educated man. Any barrister would see the need for a suspect to be well away from the scene of the crime. Druitt was found playing cricket as far away as Dorset in South West England after the murders of Mary Nichols and Annie Chapman, even though he was a local of Whitechapel. His whereabouts on the actual nights of the murders are unknown. Druitt was a suspect because he feared he was going insane like his mother before him and committed suicide. Druitt was last seen alive on 3rd December 1888, almost one month after the last murder (Mary Kelly- 9th November). After Druitt’s death, no more murders were reported.








