EVIDENCE A- was it Captain Smith’s fault?
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Captain Smith was due to retire after the Titanic’s maiden (first) voyage. Did he want to set a Transatlantic speed record on his last ever trip? He ignored at least seven warnings from other ships nearby and the Titanic was travelling at 20 knots per hour- close to top speed- when it struck the iceberg. If the ship had been going slower, could it have turned out of the iceberg’s way in time? Perhaps Captain Smith believed an iceberg could not sink a modern ship. He said once, ‘I can’t imagine anything causing a modern ship to sink. Ship building has gone far beyond that.’
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.png]haﬂandandwolﬂw



EVIDENCE B- Was it Harland 
and Wolff’s fault?
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The Titanic was built at the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast, Northern Ireland. About 3 million rivets (bolts) were used to hold the ship together. When the wreck of the Titanic was finally discovered in 1985, some of the rivets were brought to the surface and analysed. The investigation showed that the rivets were made from poor- quality iron. When the ship struck the iceberg, the heads of rivets snapped off and sections of the ship were torn wide open. If the rivets had been made of more expensive, higher- quality iron, perhaps the hole in the Titanic’s side would have been smaller- and maybe the ship wouldn’t have sunk at all. Further tests showed that the cheap rivets became brittle (fragile) in extremely low temperatures- just like on the night of 14th April 1912.
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EVIDENCE C- Was it Thomas Andrews’ fault?

Thomas Andrews was the naval architect who designed the Titanic. The ship was thought to be unsinkable by many because of the 16 watertight compartments that Thomas had designed in the hull of the ship. However, the compartments did not reach as high as they should have done. Andrews had reduced their height to make more space for first- class cabins. If just 2 of the watertight compartments had reached all the way to the top, there is a chance that the Titanic wouldn’t have sunk.
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EVIDENCE D- Was it Stanley Lord’s fault? 
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Stanley Lord was the captain of a ship called the Californian which was only 19 miles away from the Titanic when it struck the iceberg. Despite being aware of icebergs in the area, Lord allowed his radio operator to go to bed at 11:15pm. At around midnight, members of the Californian’s crew saw rockets being fired up into the sky on the horizon. They woke up Captain Lord and told him, but he decided not to sail towards the fireworks- he decided it was just another ship having a cocktail party!  Should Lord have made the Californian race towards the scene? Should he have at least insisted that the radio be turned on so they could have heard the Titanic’s SOS signals? How many more people would have survived if the Californian had been there to pull them in from the icy waters? 


EVIDENCE E- Was it Bruce Ismay’s fault? 
Bruce Ismay was the man in charge of the White Star Line- the owners of the Titanic. He was also one of the first- class passengers on board the ship and managed to secure a place on one of the lifeboats before it went down. Ismay was eager to prove the Titanic was not only the biggest and most luxurious ocean liner, but also the fastest. Did he put pressure on Captain Smith to maintain top speed despite sailing through icebergs? Was he hoping that the Titanic would make a record crossing? One witness claimed she heard Ismay and Smith arguing on the evening of the 13th April- was it over the speed?

Also, was Ismay responsible for more deaths than there should have been? The original design for the Titanic equipped it with 32 lifeboats- enough for everyone on board. The finished ship only had 20- enough for just 1178 of the 2206 people on board. The White Star Line decided to remove some of the life boats to make room for more first- class cabins.


FACT FILE:


Full name: John Edward Smith.


Born: 27th January 1850, Hanley, Stoke- on- Trent, England.


Died: 15th April 1912 (aged 62), Atlantic Ocean.


Occupation: ship captain.











Workers leaving the shipyard at Queens Road in early 1911. The RMS Titanic can be seen in the background.





FACT FILE:


Full name: Thomas Andrews


Born: 7th February 1873, Comer, Country Down, Ireland.


Died: 15th April 1912 (aged 39), Atlantic Ocean.


Occupation: shipbuilder. Head designer of RMS Titanic.











The SS Californian on the morning after Titanic’s sinking.





FACT FILE:


Full name: Stanley Lord


Born: 13th September 1877, Bolton, Lancashire, England.


Died: 15th24th January 1962 (aged 84 years).


Occupation: was captain of the SS Californian, a ship that was in the vicinity of the RMS Titanic the night it sank on 15 April 1912.











This photograph was taken by a passenger of the Carpathia, the ship that received the Titanic's distress signal and came to rescue the survivors. It shows the last lifeboat successfully launched from the Titanic.








FACT FILE:


Full name: Joseph Bruce Ismay


Born: 12th December 1862, Crosby, Lancashire, England.


Died: 17th October 1937 (aged 74 years), Mayfair, London, England.


Occupation: ship- owner.














