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5.  Children being lowered into 
a coal mine.
2. John Vickers, aged 17, speaking in 1840. He worked in a coal mine at Kidsgrove.


“I go to church pretty regular. I come to work at six in the morning, and go home about six. I am too tired after work to go to school in the evening; I would rather go if I could. But, as I said before, I am always too tired. My father is dead. I have three sisters. Two of them work in the silk factories at Congleton.”





1. John Bennett, aged 14, speaking in 1840.He worked at Pinnox Colliery in Burslem.


“I first began to work down here about five years ago, drawing slack and coals. We have no horses down here.  I cannot read or write. I never went to day-school. I start from home to come to work at half-past five in the morning, and bring my breakfast with me.”


‘Drawing slack and coals’ means pushing and pulling heavy tubs of coal.








3. William Flewit, aged 14, speaking in 1840. He worked at Litley and Harplow Colliery.


“I like the work pretty well, I’d rather work than be idle. I don’t often meet with accidents; was once hurt in the leg by hitting it against the corve, and was bad 14 weeks.”


‘Corve’ was a tub which the coal was carried in.





4. Newspaper report of an explosion at a mine in Fenton, Stoke in August 1843.


“The three men thrown the greatest distance were frightfully mangled. Portions of their brains were scattered about whilst several legs and thighs lay in different places. Part of the head of one was severed from the body. The forth man was the only one who showed any sign of life and he being the least bruised, breathed several times but he never spoke.”





8. Daniel Knapper, aged 15, speaking in 1840. He worked in a coal mine at Kidsgrove.


“My father is dead. I left mother ‘cause I was starving. I lodge with Isaac Hall. He takes my wages at the public house; he gets all I get. He finds me in clothes to wear. I got enough to eat and drink – tea for breakfast and bread and butter; beef and tatees for dinner, and a supper.”





7. Thomas Cooper ,14, and Thomas Barker, 16, speaking in 1840. 


“We draw wagons in the bottom-coal pit. The distance we have to draw is about 300 yards, the height of the wagon-way four feet. The men behave very well to us, they give us a kick in the back sometimes if we are not sharp enough, not very often, we have nothing to complain of in that.” Thomas Cooper was paid 6 shillings (30p) a week. Thomas Barker was paid 10 shillings (50p) a week.











6. Official Report on Coal Mining in Staffordshire by Samuel Scriven, 1840.


“Of all the occupations of life this to me appears the most laborious, dismal and dangerous.”








