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Draw pictures to make a storyboard for an episode of a Roman 
crime show. 

The inside of a public bath 
changing room. Someone is 

sneaking off with other people's 
clothes.

A citizen comes back to get 
dressed and can't find his clothes. 

He shouts at the bath slave.

The citizen goes to see the bath 
owner who says he will try to find 

the thief.

The bath owner puts a slave in the 
changing room to keep an eye on 
the clothes, but he is called away 
and while he's gone, more clothes 

are stolen.

Lots of citizens are complaining to 
the bath owner. Who is taking their 
clothes? Why hasn't he found the 

thief?

The bath owner looks at the names 
of the people who have come to 
his bath in the signing-in book. He 
checks this against when people 
have complained about thefts.

A bath slave follows one citizen 
around the baths. He catches him 
stealing other citizens' clothes and 

quickly runs to tell his master.

As the man is leaving, the bath 
owner goes to say goodbye in 

person, and pulls out all the stolen 
clothes from the man's bag.

The man is put on trial in front of a 
judge and found guilty. He cannot 
be whipped so he is sentenced to 

pay money to the bath owner.
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Fill in the blanks and draw pictures to make a storyboard for an 
episode of a Roman crime show. 

The inside of a public bath 
changing room. Someone is 

sneaking off with other people's 
________________.

A citizen comes back to get 
______________ and can't find his 

clothes. He shouts at the bath slave.

The citizen goes to see the bath 
owner who says he will try to find 

the __________________.

The bath owner puts a ________ in 
the changing room to keep an eye 

on the clothes, but he is called 
away and while he's gone, more 

clothes are ________.

Lots of __________ are complaining 
to the bath owner. Who is taking 

their clothes? Why hasn't he 
___________ the thief?

The bath owner looks at the names 
of the people who have come to 
his _________ in the signing-in book. 

He checks this against when 
people have complained about 

___________.

A bath slave follows one citizen 
around the _____. He catches him 

stealing other ________' clothes and 
quickly runs to tell his master.

As the ________ is leaving, the bath 
owner goes to say goodbye in 

person, and pulls out all the stolen 
________ from the citizen's bag.

The citizen is put on ________ in front 
of a ________ and found _________. 

He cannot be whipped so he is 
sentenced to pay money to the 

bath owner.
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Complete the captions and draw pictures to create a storyboard for an 
episode of a Roman crime show. 

The crime The crime is discovered The detective

Catching the criminal A problem The solution

The criminal is caught Guilty or not? The punishment
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Roman Crime and Punishment

What did the Romans think about how to tackle crime? 
The Romans had laws to cover every possible crime, from assassination of the Emperor 
to polluting the streets and the River Tiber. The Romans believed in deterring crime by 
harsh punishments and how you were punished depended on how important you 
were. For example, nobles were sometimes sent into exile instead of being executed for 
a crime as a citizen or slave would be. 

What kind of crimes did Romans deal with? 
The main crimes at this time were crimes dealing with 
a citizen’s property. Property included his wife, 
children and slaves, as well as his house and any 
possessions. They also had to deal with many of the 
same crimes we face today, such as murder, arson 
and vandalism. Treason against the Empire was the 
most serious crime.

What punishments did Romans use? 
Prisons were not used as punishment but only to hold those 
awaiting trial or execution. Punishments were much harsher and 
included whipping, reparation, branding, exile and execution. The 
Romans had lots of creative ways to put people to death for their 
crimes. For example, patricide was punished by tying the person 
into a sack full of snakes and throwing them into the river to drown. 
The worst punishment was crucifixion. This was reserved for slaves, 
pirates and foreigners, unless the crime was treason, in which case 
a citizen could be crucified. This is how rebels like Spartacus were 
punished. Crucifixion involved being nailed to a wooden cross and 
being left to die. It was a slow, disgraceful and extremely painful 
death. 

How did people catch criminals? 
The Romans had no police force so for crimes such as burglary, citizens were expected 
to catch the criminal themselves and bring them to court. A judge or magistrate would 
decide whether or not they were guilty. For more serious crimes, a jury would decide 
guilt. The defendant was always innocent until proven guilty and had the right to 
present evidence in his defence. 

What happened if you couldn’t catch the culprit? 
A lot of crimes went unpunished. In these cases, the gods 
were the only hope. People made curse tablets with the 
name of the person who had committed the crime and 
how they wanted them to be punished. They would then 
take the tablets to the temple and give the gods an 
offering in the hope they would punish the culprits for them. 

Spartacus is captured

Remains of a curse tablet
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How to make a Roman curse tablet
Using some air-drying clay and clay modelling tools, carve a curse into a 

tablet of clay and leave it to dry. 

Step 1: 
Choose one of your friends to curse. Change their name to something that 
sounds Roman. Alternatively, you might not know the name of the person who 
has committed the crime so you can leave it blank. 

Step 2: 
What has your friend done? Describe the crime on the tablet. 

Step 3: 
Choose a Roman god to dedicate the curse to. 

Step 4: 
Decide what revenge you want the Roman god to take on your friend and 
write it on the tablet. 

Cenacus complains to the god 
Mercury about Vitalinus and 
Natalinus his son concerning 

the draught animal which has 
been stolen from him, and asks 
the god Mercury that they may 

have neither health before/
unless they return at once to 
me the draught animal which 
they have stolen, and to the 

god the devotion which he has 
demanded from them himself. 

Here are some examples of Roman curse tablets to give you some ideas...

Lord Neptune, I give you the man who has 
stolen the solidus and six argentioli of 
Muconius. So I give the names who took 

them away, whether male or female, 
whether boy or girl. So I give you, Niskus, 
and to Neptune the life, health, blood of 
him who has been privy to that taking-

away. The mind which stole this and which 
has been privy to it, may you take it away. 
The thief who stole this, may you consume 
his blood and take it away, Lord Neptune. 

Lady Nemesis, I give 
thee a cloak and a 

pair of boots; let him 
who wore them not 
redeem them except 

with his life and 
blood. 

Just as the dead man who is buried here can neither 
speak nor talk, so may Rhodine die as far as Marcus 

Licinius Faustus is concerned and not be able to speak 
nor talk. As the dead man is received neither by gods 
nor humans, so may Rhodine be received by Marcus 

Licinius and have as much strength as the dead man 
who is buried here.

!


