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Development and birth

Aims

During this activity students will: 

· describe the development of the fetus 

· describe the role of the placenta and umbilical cord 

· describe the process of birth. 

Students will be working scientifically to:

· present reasoned explanations, including explaining data in relation to predictions and hypotheses.

Students will also be using the following literacy skills:

· retrieve and collate information from sources, using scientific terms confidently in discussions; take part in discussions by listening to others, asking questions, and developing ideas.

Teacher notes

· Explain to the students how the lesson will be structured into three sections. Also explain the timings and the signals you will use to indicate a change of task. (Allow 15 minutes for each task.)

· Divide the class into groups of three.

· Students should use the information cards to summarise the information as a diagram. They should not just copy the information cards. You may wish to introduce a word limit to prevent this. 
· Students will then return to their home groups and teach each other about their topic. They should write notes on other students’ presentations. Students should be encouraged to ask questions during other students’ presentations.

· Students should then answer the questions on the activity sheet.

Answers

1
9 months

2
umbilical cord

3
From the mother’s blood, across the placenta.

4
Muscle contractions in the uterus wall.

Extension

1
They cause the uterus to become smaller. This forces the baby out of the uterus.

2
Any three, in the correct order:

Week 5: limb buds form.

Week 6: buds extend, hands and feet (fingers and toes) are visible.   

Week 8: elbows and knees are clear.

Week 22: fingernails and toenails form, fingerprints are visible.

Support sheet 

The resource cards are graded. For support, use the birth resource card. Intermediate level information is presented on the placenta and umbilical cord.
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