
“Geography is an earthly subject, but a heavenly science” - Edmund Burke

Curriculum Plan: Geography

Our intent

Geography is a diverse subject that arms students with powerful knowledge and provides 
them with new methods and tools which help them to understand and analyse the world 
around them. 
Geography at Woodhouse Academy inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the 
world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We equip 
pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 
environments, together with an understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes. 
Throughout their time at Woodhouse Academy, pupils will develop their contextual 
knowledge. They will enhance their understanding of both human and physical processes, 
and the links between them, using a variety of methods and multitudinous sources of 
geographical information.



Whilst learning geography at Woodhouse Academy students are provided with 
many cross curricular links with history, science, maths, English, RE and art. 

At Woodhouse Academy there are many opportunities for enrichment.
During the map skills topics in year 5 and 7 students are encouraged to apply 

their skills and understanding to real life situations including navigating around 
the school and completing environmental quality surveys.

During their time here, students will engage with a variety of Geographical 
Information Systems such as Digimap software, google earth and world mapper.

As well as this, the Africa topic includes a depth-study of Sierra Leone, which is 
home to its very own ‘Woodhouse Academy’ that our pupils fundraised to build in 

conjunction with the charity, Street Child.

Finally, the humanities department also offers humanities lunchtime club 

Enrichment in Geography



Year 5 Curriculum Plan: Geography

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Maps The UK Water

Key elements: Key elements: Key elements:

• Different types of maps
• Using compass points
• 4-figure grid references
• National maps
• International maps

• Countries of the UK
• Cities of the UK
• Physical features of the UK
• Human features of the UK
• The UK’s climate

• The water cycle
• Water and it’s uses 
• Tittesworth reservoir: A 

Case Study
• Water crisis?
• Water Aid

For a more detailed breakdown of our geography curriculum, please see our curriculum overviews.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zdk46v4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zd4rmfr#zhqfydm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/znm7vk7
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-primary-year-3/units/settlements-where-do-people-live-and-why/lessons
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zh4xtrd#z7dpsk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbcmn/articles/zwp3bqt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WmoMQdUGGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdSr0SzGZ2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EwH2YAhHUS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncqDJW4EhmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kU_SpzWKtqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEJ5yuFR3f8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGWr5jXJfbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCHhwxvQqxg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zjdkhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/zdk46v4
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-skills
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/map_skills/map_skills.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnJfxUm3MZg
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-primary-year-6/units/around-the-world-in-80-days-what-have-we-learnt-about-our-world/lessons/geographical-skills-describing-the-uk/overview
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbcmn/articles/zjnbg7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbcmn/articles/zn4jqfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbcmn/articles/zhrdwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zttbcmn/articles/zk6fydm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUv2lD7031c
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/water/water.html
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-primary-year-3/units/settlements-where-do-people-live-and-why/lessons
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjvjOrW6YSMAxWZXUEAHYaaBoY4ChAWegQIEhAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Flearningzone.wwt.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F02%2FWWT_Water_water_everywhere_teacher_resource_pack_7-11years..pdf&usg=AOvVaw1mSFz9JR3_ly9UwyUu_507&opi=89978449
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/the-united-kingdom/the-uk-building-a-picture
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/the-united-kingdom/scaling-geographical-heights


Year 6 Curriculum Plan: Geography
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Rivers Tropical Rainforests Italy
Key elements: Key elements: Key elements:

• River formation
• The journey of a river 
• How does a river change 

over time? 
• The Amazon: A Case Study 
• What causes flooding?
• What are the consequences 

of flooding? 

• Climate in tropical
rainforests 

• The layers of a rainforest
• Plant and animal adaptations
• How people use the 

rainforest
• Deforestation and 

sustainability

• Italy’s physical features
• Italy’s regions
• Understanding development 

and the Human Development 
Index (HDI)

• Comparing and contrasting
Italy and the UK

• Employment in Italy

For a more detailed breakdown of our geography curriculum, please see our curriculum overviews.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zwkfrmn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIbplCn8-zs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SnQ8E6nzG4o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gHXoDPHTLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEsV5rqbVNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXozO2rlIDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAZAKPUQMw0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vijLre760w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-zFloKX5Dc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdMmzY7XjFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsXKv1yfNFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udRNUBHbE0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4PXj7bOD7IY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIK3bgjiEEk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114nfl
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsw4kty/articles/z4tg4xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3fycdm/articles/zb3ywty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-zFloKX5Dc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zct996f
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/rivers/journey-of-a-river
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/rivers/flooding
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/rivers/waterfalls
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/rivers/rivers.html
https://school-learningzone.co.uk/key_stage_two/ks2_geography/rainforests/rainforests.html
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/geography-primary-ks2/units/south-america-why-does-the-amazon-matter/lessons/tropical-and-temperate-rainforests?sid-d21066=5huXFITD_P&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck
https://planbee.com/blogs/news/rainforest-facts-for-ks2-children-and-teachers?srsltid=AfmBOopIHxu3b_XokS5rD0Pf1djjxbYz0hmaJGAPdgJVlWj8LrtNGavo
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/15-cool-things-about-rainforests/
https://betterplaneteducation.org.uk/factsheets/rainforests-what-are-the-threats-to-the-rainforests
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/amazon-facts/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/italy
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/the-mediterranean/zoom-in-on-italy-a-country-of-cities-and-regions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBcxeUVLEsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7jid77TFvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-Cmq95steI


Year 7 Curriculum Plan: Geography
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Africa Map skills Coasts
Key elements: Key elements: Key elements:

• Human and physical features 
of Africa

• Kenya as a developing
country

• Squatter settlements
• Emigration
• Drought

• Understanding and using OS 
maps 

• Scale
• Using GIS 
• Understanding and using 

world maps (longitude and 
latitude)

• Exploring topographical maps 

• The UK coastline
• Types of wave
• Erosion, transportation and 

deposition
• Coastal management
• The Holderness Coastline

For a more detailed breakdown of our geography curriculum, please see our curriculum overviews.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPjQGYaBDtg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmwxsbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxj6fg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2234j6/revision/4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er9gfKAtC54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhxNVVgvmTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz3Mt6hLFG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz3Mt6hLFG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYQ--nTcNU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vePBY6ebx7c
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/ztqtyrd/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVjfZzzgXWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiR7IB8mHAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4i_6eToM3X8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTrsvGytGG0
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/protecting-the-uks-coastline/overview
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/threats-to-the-uks-coastline/overview
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/the-uks-coastline/overview
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/processes-shaping-the-coastline/overview
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/erosional-coastal-landforms/overview
https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/programmes/geography-secondary-year-7/units/coasts-what-shapes-life-at-the-coast/lessons/depositional-coastal-landforms/overview
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/africa-a-continent-of-contrasts/africa-scale-and-diversity
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/africa-a-continent-of-contrasts/dealing-with-common-misconceptions-of-africa
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/what-do-you-know-about-africa
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/an-introduction-to-geographical-information-systems-gis
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/facts-about-south-africa/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14094194
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU9X6ocMEgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvarINmFLRo
https://world-geography-games.com/africa.html
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/the-holderness-coast-case-study/#google_vignette


Year 8 Curriculum Plan: Geography
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Plate Tectonics China
Key elements: Key elements:

• The Earth’s structure
• Tectonic Plates
• Earthquakes
• Volcanoes
• The rock cycle

• China’s location
• Can countries control population?
• The development of China
• Globalisation
• Pollution

For a more detailed breakdown of our geography curriculum, please see our curriculum overviews.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvFguvP2gXg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrcgr2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcnc4xs/articles/z9k496f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcnc4xs/articles/zc4rcmn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ugwf6IaE_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlePrsXTGxQ&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgktM2luLok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CnjoCu1154
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o09EiDNJGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR0mwyyw9FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6IrkUvJxio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRBT70_RIWM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zydk4xs/articles/zk9h6g8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zydk4xs/articles/zt6cg7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgpf4j6/revision/5
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/china-today
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/made-in-china
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/bought-by-china
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/contrasting-china
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/sustainable-china
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/china-today/one-in-a-billion
https://www.rgs.org/schools/resources-for-schools/discovering-megacities
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcnc4xs/articles/zc4rcmn
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/science-secondary-ks3/units/earths-resources/lessons/tectonic-plates#slide-deck
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z9k496f#zyffydm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_pDKyg5YKY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zrd67nb

