Mount Etna
Despite its look during eruptions, Mount Etna is not a killer volcano. Etna keeps its explosive eruptions rare (which means they don’t happen very often) and close to its top, and its lava moves very slowly, giving people a chance to escape. In its entire recorded history, only 73 confirmed deaths were caused by it’s eruptions. Etna, it seems, stands up to its nickname of the “friendly giant”, though property damage from lava flows has been enormous.
About 3,500 years ago, the eastern side of the mountain exploded, generating an enormous landslide[image: image2.jpg]


. In the two months leading up to the 1669 eruption there were earthquakes of increasing intensity, which eventually encouraged most villagers to abandon their homes. In total, 9 villages were destroyed in the 1669 eruption by lava flows engulfing homes.
During the 1928 eruption, the town of Mascali was destroyed in two days, with lava destroying every building. In the 2002-2003 eruption, there was lots of damage caused to houses and other buildings. This eruption also caused the cable car system to be destroyed which took tourists up the volcano.
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These primary effects can lead to other problems (secondary effects). For example, when villages are destroyed there are large numbers of people with no homes, no jobs and no belongings. They have to rebuild their lives in a different place. Due to the fact that the main industry in the south of Italy is farming and the lava destroys the fields and crops, there is a lack of money in the area. This can cause people to become very sad and depressed. It is also possible that these people will suffer from the shock of the eruption and will require medical treatment. 
Mount Etna Fact File
	Chance of eruption:
	

	Nickname:
	

	Total number of deaths:
	

	Type of damage caused:
	

	Major effects of 1669 eruption:
	1. 

	Number of villages destroyed by 1669 eruption:
	

	1928 eruption damage:
	

	2002-2003 eruption damage:
	

	Secondary effects of eruptions:
	


Mount Vesuvius

Vesuvius has produced some of Europe’s largest volcanic eruptions. Though the volcano's last eruption was in 1944, it still represents a great danger to the cities that surround it, especially the busy city of Naples.
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Vesuvius is currently quiet, with only minor earthquake activity and some gas emissions, but more violent activity could resume in the future.

Plaster casts of people who died in the city of Pompeii during the 79 AD eruption of Mount Vesuvius. They were buried by the ashfall. 

Mount Vesuvius has experienced eight major eruptions in the last 17,000 years. The 79 AD eruption is one of the most well-known ancient eruptions in the world, and may have killed more than 16,000 people. Ash, mud and rocks from this eruption buried the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Pompeii is famous for the casts the hot ash formed around victims of the eruptions. The unfortunate people suffocated on ash in the air, which then covered them and preserved amazing details of their clothing and faces.

Starting in 1631, Vesuvius entered a period of steady volcanic activity, including lava flows and eruptions of ash and mud. Violent eruptions in the late 1700s, 1800s and early 1900s created lava flows and ash-and-gas explosions. These damaged or destroyed many towns around the volcano, and sometimes killed people; the eruption of 1906 had more than 100 casualties. The most recent eruption was in 1944 during World War II. It caused major problems for the army in Italy when ash and rocks from the eruption destroyed planes and forced evacuations at a nearby airbase.
There were many secondary effects of these eruptions. For example, because the eruption in 79AD happened so unexpectedly, many families were completely wiped out because every generation (grandparents, parents and children) was killed. Also, because so much damage was done to towns and villages, some were never rebuilt and still exist in Italy as ghost towns.

Mount Vesuvius Fact File

	Chance of explosive eruption:
	

	When did it last erupt?
	

	Total number of deaths:
	

	Type of damage caused:
	

	Major effects of 79AD eruption
	1.
2.

	Number of causalities in 1906 eruption:
	

	Why did the 1944 eruption affect Italy’s army?:
	

	Secondary effects of eruptions:
	1.
2.




Stromboli
Stromboli is one of the most active volcanoes on Earth and has been erupting almost continuously since 1932. Because it has been active for the last 2,000 years and its eruptions are visible for long distances at night, it’s nickname is the "Lighthouse of the Mediterranean". 

Stromboli is widely known for its spectacular eruptions which jet fountains of molten rock from its lava-filled central crater. 
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Activity at Stromboli has been recorded by historians for more than 1,000 years, and varies from small gas emissions to lava flows to violent explosive eruptions. Records from 1907 indicate that one explosion was strong enough to shatter windows in the island's villages, and strong explosions in 1930 were associated with an earthquake that also created a small tsunami (a big wave created by an earthquake). 
The most recent eruption began in 1932, and has continued uninterrupted since then! Mostly this involves smoke and gas coming from the top, but every now and then, lava bursts from the top into the sea. The most recent time this happened was in 2019. This caused 1 tourist to be killed. The victim died while hiking towards the volcano’s summit. They are thought to have been killed by the falling stones from the volcano.
Secondary impacts of this volcano are minimal because the eruptions are less destructive. The main things people have to deal with are the fires that can be caused when the extremely hot lava travels down the sides of the volcano. Actually, one of the secondary consequences of these eruptions is a positive thing. As the lava flows down the sides of the volcano, it eventually cools which makes the island a little bit bigger every time! Also, when the lava cools it can transform into special and valuable rock, like granite

Stromboli Fact File
	Chance this volcano will erupt?:
	

	Nickname:
	

	When did it last erupt and how long did the eruption last?
	

	Total number of deaths:
	

	Type of damage caused:
	

	Secondary effects of eruptions:
	1.

2.
3.



